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Rules concerning Buying Commodities. 


r. T F you wonld not tranſgref$ Scripture rules| 

in baying: then firſt cake heed that you do 
not diſcommend thoſe Commodities that are 
very good, which you are about to buy, that fo 
you may bring down the priczof the Commo- 
dity, and get ic for lefsthan it is worth: there is 
a known'placs of Scripture tor this in Prov. 20. 
14, It is naught, it is naught, ſaith the buyer ; 
but when be is gome bis way, then be 631/teth. Pen 
ple in Selomons time they were fo wicked, that 
when they came to market to buy any thing, the 
buver he would diſcommend che Commodry, 
and ſay, it was naught, though were very goo! 
and (alable ; bur when the [eiler was gone, then 
he would boaſt of what a good penyworth he 
had bought, and the hke. 

2. Do not make vows and proteſtations, that 
you will give no more for a Commodity, than 
what vou have hirit offered, whenafcerwards you 
wil give more. Thasis a very common thing with 
Trades'men; you ſhall have a man come toa 
(hop, and cheapen a Commodity, and the buye: 
he will ſay, be will not grue @ ferthing more, and 
the (eller will ſay, be will wot rake a fartbing leſs, 
and yet both the buyer gives more, and the ſcl- 
ler takes leſs; now this is no other than a pal 
pable anddownright Iye.- _ 

1- Ds not give counterfeit money for thoſe 
Commodities you buy ; this you have an exam- 
ole of in Abrabam, when he was to buy the held 
in Mackpe!/ab of Epbron the Hutite, for a bury- 
mg place, in Gen, 23. 16, laith Abrabam, T will 

ive thee four hundred ſbtkels of filuer, curran 
money with the Merchant; And therefore you 
tranſgrels Scripture rules if you know you have 
brafs mony, or connterieir gold about you, and 
yer pay it away for Commodries;rou fin 1m doing 
{o,though you your felf took it for Commodities. 
+. Do not give tor a Commoedry lels than mn 
vour conſcience you think ut is worthz it 1s an op 
preſlion in buying, when you ſeek to bring a 
Commoduy under its due value and worth. A- 
brabam when he was to buy the Cave in Mack- 
pelab of Epbren, faith he, I will give thee the 
worth of it tm money; and lo David when he was 
to buy the threſhing floor of Araunah the Febu- 
ue, 2.5m. 24. 24 laith he, 1 will buy F2 of the 
@t the full value of it. 
5. Donot long defer the paying for thoſe 


Commeodries which you have bought, when thou | for his family, and theretore he will work 


haſt by thee wherewithal to pay it; there is an 
excellent place for this in Prov. 3.29, 25. With- 
Lold not good from them to whom it 15 due, when it 


this is ſuch an oppreſſion, that the people ſhall 
curſe him for it, 

7. Do nat in your buying a commodity take 
any advantage of the miſtake or overſight of the 
[eller 3 as ſuppoſe vou ſhould come to a ſhop and 
»uy lo many yards of cloth, or the like, and he 
hould give thes more thin is thy due, or take 
leſs money of thes than his is due, you ſhould 
take no advantage of hum in ſuch a caſe, butre 
ſtoce it agun : tor if you take any thing more 
from_tura than you bought of him, it1s thett ; 
57 it you give any leſs for the commodity 
| (127 you bargained tor, at it theft ; there is an 
by for this in Gen, 43. 12. Jacob 
W121 c12rs was a famine in the Land, he ſent 
1s tons down into<£zyps to buy corn, anc 
7 0/eph he knowing his brethren, filled their ſacks 
with corn, and put the money which they brought 
for the corn, in the mouthof the ſack again; 
ind when they cams home and found their mo- 
ney mm the mouth of their ſacks, they told their 
father Facob of it ; then faith he to them, Go back 
again, and take double money im your band, and 
the money that was brought again in the mouth 
of your ſacks, carry it again m your hands, for 
peradvemtaure it Was an overſight: here was a 
conſ{crienctouſnelſs in Facob. 

$. Do not buy any commodities on the Lords 
day; i1tjs true, upon urgent occaſions to: main 
rain life either in man, or beaſt, this is lawtul ; 
but to buy any thing, that you may well be 
without till Monday, in this caſe you fin if you 
buy any thing on the Lords day ; in Neb. 10. 31. 
and Nebemiah enived into an oath, and the people 
with bum , that if any of the people of the land 
broug bt wares, or any viduals to ſell onthe Sabbath 
day, that they would not buy it of them; and as 
the law did not give them leave to break the 
Jewiſh Sabbath, fo neither doth the Goſpel 
give us leave to break the Chriltian Sabbath ; 
and therefore I cannot ſee bur that ir is a fin, 
| for men to buy exher wine or bzer, or pepper or 
| muſtard, or any other trivial chings (whichchey 
; may well be wichout Jon the Sabbath day, 
| 9. Do natin buyinga commodity, work upon 


. = _ 
W#+ : > ow 


'the neceflity of a poor man, that hath need of 


| money ; this 15 a great hn 1n Tradeſmen ; they 
| know that a poor man wants money, and he 


{ mult ſell off his ware, or elle he cannothbuy bread 


upon his neceflity, and will not buy the . com- 


| modity of him, -uniefs he will fell it cheaper! 


| than he can afford it; now this is a- great op- 


3s in the power of thy band to doit; ſay nut unto | prefiion ; in the 25. of Levis, 14, If thou buyeſt 
thy neighbour, go, and come again, and to morrow | any thing of thy neighvour, or ſelleſt any thing to 
I will grye, when thou baſt ut by thee, Th:s Texts | ;by neighbour, thou muſt not u/e oppreſſion. There 
reterredto works of mercy, bue it hath relation | is an; opprefiion 1n buying as well as 1n ſelling ; 
to buying and lelling, and trading in the world : | it. is a great oppreſſion tor nch men to work 
if you owe a man money for a Commodity, you | upon the neceility of a poor man, to make him 
ought to pay him, and not toler him come day | {eil cheaper than he can aftord, or elle to buy 
afrer day for it, and go without it, when you | nothing at all of him. 

have 1t by you. 2. Kings 4- 5. it is the badge of | 10, Do not buy thoſe things that are not fit 


l, TFF you would not tranſgreſs Scripture rules 
m ſelling commodries ; then 1n the firlt 
place do not multiply words in felling ; the Scrip- 
ture affords many examples for this, as in Gen. 23. 
[t5. Abraham, as Itold you betore, when he was 
to buy the cave of Mackpelab, of Epbron, he told 
him that it was worth four hundred ſhekles of fil 
ver, and Abrabam preſently gave him ſo much 
currant money with the Merchant : And ſo God 
tumlelf takes upon ham to be a ſeller, in Zach. 
1.1%. If you rhink good, Tanth God,” give me 
my price; if not, forbear; multiplicity ot words 
is needleſs ; Jn a multitude of words ( faith Solo 
man ) there is ſis, men ſhould not laviſh and 
frolickin a ſhop. | 
| 2. Donotcommend and overpraiſe a commo- 
' dity, when you know in your conſcience, that 
\thereis a fault init; tlhissa vicions.carriage 


'inthe ſeller, when he ſhall uſe abundance of | upon the head of bim that [elleth it. 


| fine words to fet out a commodity when 1t Is 
[not good. As the b.yyer ſhould not diſcommend 
'a commodity when it is good; fo ſhould not 
| the ſeller over-praile and commend a commodi- 
| ty, when it 15 naught. 
” 3. Do not fell thy commodities by falſe 
; weights, nor by falſe meaſures; do not keep a de- 
 ceittul balance, or adecentul meaſure; this is 
' condemned: in Ames 8. 5. They make the Epbab 
| [mall, and the Shetel great, ani falſifie the bailan- 
| ces by deceit, and fo 1n the 20. of Prov. 10. D+- 
| vers weights, and divers meaſures, both of them 
| are alike an abomination unto the Lord, Now this 
is ſpoken, not that the weights and meaſures in 
themſelves, are an abomination to the Lord,buc 
only thoſe men that do uſe, and keep, and ell 
by thale weights,and meaſures; andthereforethe 
Lord gave a {p2cial law for this, to all that did 
follow trades 11 I/rael, in Deut. 25: 14, 15+ laith 
God there, Thow ſhalt nos bave in thy bouſe drvers 
menſures, a great and a [mall, that is, a great 
mea{ureto b.y by,anda {nill onetofell by;Tbeu 
ſhalt not have m thy bag dryers weights, & great and 
a ſmall, but the ſhalt haves a perfet? and a. juſt 
we:glt, and a porfect and @ jujt meaſure, ſha!; tou 
bave, an that rby dats more be Jong in he land 
which the Lord thy God giveth :5ee and fon Mic. 
6. 10. [there yet, faith God, therreaſures of wicked- 
ne/1 in the bouſe of the wicked, and the" {cant mea- 
ſure, which is an abomina: 100 unto the Lord? 
4. You areto make conicienge 1n _ 2 com 
| modity, not ohly that yon darnot fſpea 
| bur alfo that you do not ſpeak 1n an equivoca- 
ting manner#{tisan oolervation that Luther hath 
' upon; thele words, Let no man defraud bis Brother, 
| faiththe; there are many Shop keepers, that will 
| notlye, bur they will equivocare very much zyou 
| (hall have a cradeſman that to fel; oft a commoadr- 


| offer im 16 much'tor a commodity, and then 


taltly, 


' ty, he will get a partner with him, and he ſhall } 


Rules concerning Sellg ( ommodites, 


of the commodity, this is a great fin. 

6, Do not 1mbale a commodity from its p:i- 
mitive worth and goodneſs, and yer (ell it at 
the full price as if it were good, thereby to ger 
the more by it: this the Seripturs. condemns in 
Amos 8. 6. They fell tbe refuſe of the wheat : the 
corn-munygers, 1n thole times they would pick 
out'the beſt of cheir wheae; -_ yet ſell tho 
worlt at the full price of che beſt: now this the 
Lord condemns , and fo in Eſa 1. 22. They min- 
'glewine withwater, and droſs with ſilver : the 
; Seryprure condemns this, to imbaſe commodi- 
{ty from 1t5 primitive. goodneſs, and vet to ſel! 
it at the full value of the beſt, : 

7. Be not aw:ung the firſt that ſhall raiſe the 
price of a commodicy ; this 1 hinted to you be- 
fore in Prov. 11.25. He that withbboldith corn, 
the geople ſhall curſe bims but bleſſings ſhall be 


_ $, Be not {ocager in felling of your commo- 
dities,that you cannot content your ({clves to (ell 
on the fix davs of the week, but vou muſt (ell 
on the Sabbath day likewi{e; be noc like thoſe 
m Amors. 5. laying, When will the now moon br 
over, that we may ſell corn, and the Sabbath be 
over, that we may ſet forth wheat? and fo in 
Neb. 13. ' + [1 thoſe days, faith the Prophet, /aw 
I in fadah, ſome treading wine preſſes on the 
Sadbuh, and ringing in ſheaves, and lading Aſ- 
ſes, and all manner of burthens, which they brong b; 
into Feruſalem on the Sabbath, and I teftified a- 
gainſt them m the day wherem they ſold vittu- 
«/s, Now this is againſt your common fel- 
ling houſes, and ſhnps of mean trades, that 
iell by retail, that make nothing of ſellng (mall 
trifling things on the Sabbath day ; bue this is a 
great 1{:n. 

9. When you are found out to be deceitful in 
your dealing, do not juſtifie your deceit z ma- 
ay men, it you come to them,and tell them, thar 
they ſel[dearer than their nerghbors,they will tell 
you, that they do riot; or 1t you tell chem that 
the commodty 1s nor good which you boughe 
of chem, chey will ſay, it 15 as*good as they. can 
ifford tar the price, and the like, this is con- 
demned in Ephraim," in Hoſea 12.7. Epbra- 
un i; @ Merchant, the bailawnces of deceit are m 
vis band, be loves to oppreſs, and yet be ſaith, I am 
become rich, and 1 bave found mg, out [ubſtance, 
and in all my labours they\ſhall find no iniquity 
in me, that 1s fin; you ſhould nor juftifie your 
decent, 

10. Do nat ſell thoſethings that are not ſaſea- 
bl; as firſt,do not ſell ſpiritual things, for they 
are notalcable, as in 4&#. $. 20. Simon Magus 
when he would have bought the gift of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt with moggy; ſaith Peer to him, Thy 
money periſh with t cauſe thou thoug bteſt that 
the gift of God might be. purchaſed with money, 


a wicked man in Scripture, not to pey bis debts, in | to be bought and fold ; asfirkt, Do not buy ſto- 
Pſalm $7.21, The wicked borroweth and payerh | len goods, they are not fit to be bought; it thou 
201 again. | knoweſt that the goods that are to be bought, 

6, Donot engrols a Commodity,thatis,do not | are ſtolen goods, they are not to be bought, bur 
buy all of a Commodity into your own hands | to be reſtored ; as the receiver is as bad as the 
alone,that by that.means you may ſell the com- | theif, fo the buyer is as bad as the theif : Second- 
modity at your own price ; this 1s a mere opprel- | ly, donot buy monuments of Idolatry, for they 
(10n, celtructive toa Commonwealth, and to a)! | are not fit to be bought, as Croſſes, Beads, and 
rrading ; the Scripture condemns this 1n Prov. 11, | Images, and Cructhxes, and thehke : Thirdly, 
6, it is ſpoken there of Corn mungers; ſaith the | Do not buy men for ſlaves : this the Lord re 
Text, He that with-holderb corn, the people ſhall | proves 1n Amos 2. 16. They ſold the righteous 
curſe him but ble{ſing ſhall be put upon the bead of bim | for ſilver ; and the poor for a pair of ſhoves} and 10 
ibat ſelleth it. ln Solomans time there were corn: | in the 27- of Deut. Thou ſhalt not Beal thy Brother, 
mungers that whencorn wvas cheap would go and |.aud make merchandiſe of b:m: we ſhould there- 
buy ap all-the corn in the country, and would | foretake heed leſt we ſplit our fouls upon any 
keep it up and ſeil none till corn was very dear; | ot theſe rocks, and let us labour, that among 
now faith the Text, He that. doth thus, the people | all qur buyings, we buy that which Chriſt bids 


ſhall curſe bim for it, but bleſſings ſhall be upon the | us buy ; 1n Eſay 55. 1. Ho, every one that thir- 
bead of him that ſelleth it, Now it 1s no fin in its | fetb, come you wnto the waters, and bethat hath no 
{elf roengrols a commodny, thereby to lell it | money, come, buy and eat, yea, come buy wins and 
the cheaper, bur for a man to engrols a commo- | milk without money, and without price, 


euy, merely thereby ro advance the price ot :t, 


: F. » \ L Ps a Ro ka 


| ly;ng- *% 


' he will tell che next man that comes for that Secondly, do not fell monuments of Idolatry 
' commodity, that there was one offered him ſo [as Crofles, and Beads, and Images, and Cruci- 
' much for ir but even now z and then they will | fixes, and Conjuring Books, andthe hkez they 
ſay hikewiſe, it coſt me lo much, when it may be | are not fit to be (old, asin 4#. 19. 19, Many al- 
' they had other things with it of 'a greater value |/o of them that uſed curious arts, brought their 
{and price, and it may be they had a great deal books together, and burned them before all men, 
! of tims given them to pay for of whereas the and they counted the price of them, and found it to 
buyer pays ready” money ; and many other e- |þ, 50999 Ppicces of ſilver ; this is ſpoken here of 
quivocating words they uſe, which is as bad as [Conjuring books; and notwithitanding they 
| were of 10.great a value, they would not fell 


|- $. Infellinga commodity'do not work upon | them, bur burned them. Thirdly, Do nor (ell 
| the 1ignoranceor {11mplicity of the man that comes thy ſelf as 4445 did, to work wickedneſs ; tor 


| 


| 


: 
b 


| 


to buy the commodicy z but if you diſcern hin [you are not your own, but Gods; and therefore 
to bennskiltul, rather uſe him the better, than | you muſt glorife God in your bedies, and im your 
the worle z im Zepha, t, 9, lays God there, In | fouls, which are God's. Fourthly . You mult 
the ſame day alſo-will Þ puniſh all rhoſe young men, | 1Q4 (ell ſtolen goods. Fitthly, You muſt not 
that leap in the'threſhold, which fi'! their maſters | {ell thoſe things that are for no other uſe, bat for 
houſes wit b wielence and decezzt ; and lo in 1 Theſ.| rg commit tin 1 the uhng of them; as tor to fell 
46+ Let no man ( lays the Apoſtle ) go bejonder | (tuff to paint Harlots taces, is aftn, b2cauſe it 
defraud bis Brother in any matter, for the Lord is 1; for no other uie but tocommitiin 1n the uſing 
the avenger of all. ſuch; and {o in 2. Pet. 2. 3.1 of it. 

And through cewetouſneſs (hall they with fained 
words make merchandiſe of you, whoſe judgment 
lingreth not, When men thall work upon 4 
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ignorance of the buyer, and {o advance the price 
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